TRANSLATOR'S   PREFACE
THE fascinating possibility of predicting the course of a chemical
reaction from a few characteristic constants of the reacting
substances seemed very far from realization after the ill-starred
attempt of Berthelot. Eecent attacks upon this problem have
been more successful, and the future is promising.
Prof. Haber's book entitled " Thermodynamik Technischer
Gasreactionen " is a most important contribution to this sgibject.
It is a pleasure for me to assist in making this book better
known to the English-speaking world.
Professor Haber has thoroughly revised the German edition
purposely for this translation. Many parts have been re-written,
and the changes necessitated by the progress of the subject
during the years 1905 and 1906 have been made. In those
lectures where this involved too extensive alterations the
original text has been adhered to, and the new results added in
appendices. The appendix to the Third Lecture was trans-
lated by Dr. Maitland, that to the Fifth by Mr. E. Le Eossignol.
The translation of the first four Lectures was completed in
its final form in the spring of 1906.
It gives me pleasure to acknowledge the valuable assistance
rendered me by Dr. M. H. Hunter in the reading of the proofs.
AETHUR B. LAMB.
NEW YOEK CITY,
October 1st, 1907.